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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



November, 1896 




TO MAKE A BUCKET OF PASTE. 



HANGING WALL PAPER. 



Mtllbrook, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1S96. 
Editor Decx rator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir : The papers ordered through 
you are very satisfactory, and as we are de- 
sirous of hanging our own paper, we would 
be much pleased if you would give us some 
instructions in your valuable journal how 
to do this to the best advantage. 

Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. Caroline Oakley. 



answer. 



preparing walls. 



THE cleaner and smoother condition the 
walls are in, the better the work will 
look when finished. This is especially 
so of the patterns that have the ground col- 
oring only partly covered by the pattern; 
and in making selections it is often well to 
examine the condition of the walls, and if 
they are rough and uneven, or are covered 
with a number of thicknesses of paper that 
you do not wish to remove, choose a pattern 
that is well covered. 

If you are willing to go to the trouble, and 
want the best work done, remove all old 
paper, and sandpaper the wall to remove all 
bits of paper that may be left. 

If the house is new, or the walls have 
never been papered, they should be gone 
over with a thin coat of size. Wash off all 
kalsomine or whitewash before sizing. 

If the walls are rough plastered or have 
not been putty coated, rub off the projecting 
grains of sand with a flat block of wood, and 
if very bad, apply thin paste directly to the 
walls and let dry before papering. 

Wooden partitions or ceilings should be 
covered with cheesecloth, tacked at the 
edges. The row of tacks at the corners and 
around the casings should be about two 
inches from the same, and the ends of the 
cloth pasted down ; then apply thoroughly 
a coat of a little stronger size, which will 
shrink the cloth tight to the walls. 

If the walls have been painted, go over 
them with a thin coat of ammonia water — 
one part ammonia and six parts water. 

In removing old paper, or in cleaning or 
sizing the walls, be careful to do it thor- 
oughly around the base-board and casings, 
to avoid paper curling up at the ends. 

TO MAKE A BUCKET OF SIZE. 

Soak one pound of glue over night in cold 
water; pour in twelve quarts of hot water, 
and add a tEbbspoonful of powdered alum. 



Use a cheap grade of rye or wheat 
flour; mix thoroughly with cold water 
to about the consistency of dough, or a 
little thinner, being careful to remove 
all lumps ; stir in a tablespoonful of pow- 
dered alum to a quart of flour; then pour in 
boiling water, stirring rapidly until the flour 
is thoroughly cooked. Let this cool before 
using, and thin with cold water. 

to paper the ceiling plain. 

Cut as many strips as are necessary long 
enough to reach across the ceiling in the 
shortest direction, allowing for the pattern 
to match, and also for each end of the strip 
to lap down on the side-wall a couple of 
inches. Commence to hang at the side near- 
est the light, making a chalk-line across the 
room the same way as the paper is intended 
to run, seventeen inches from the wall, to 
be used as a guide for hanging the first 
strip. Continue in this manner with the 
balance of the strips until the ceiling is cov- 
ered, in all cases being careful that the pat- 
tern shall lap over a short distance on the 
wall. 

TO PAPER THE WALLS. 

Cut enough strips to cover the side-wall, 
always taking care that the pattern should 
match, long enough so that the top ends 
will be covered by the border. Commencing 
at the side of a door or window, unfold the 
top of the strip; put this in position first, 
then work downward, continuing this way 
until the walls are finished, using the short 
ends of the roll for around the doors and 
windows. In using a wide border it is easy 
to economize in the length of the strips of 
the side-wall. 

To hang the border, unless the line at the 
top of the room where the wall and ceiling 
join is very straight, it is best to draw a 
chalk-line as a guide. In all cases be care- 
ful to have the border hung in a perfectly 
straight line, and in no case allow it to lap 
over on the ceiling, but there is no objection 
to having the ceiling paper exposed on the 
side-wall, if the top of the room should be 
so irregular as to make this necessary. 

pasting and trimming. 

After having cut enough paper for either 
side-wall or ceiling, turn the paper over on 
your table, face downwards; apply the paste 
evenly over the surface of the top strip, and 
fold both ends over towards the centre, so 
that they meet, keeping the edges of the 
strip even. 

You then have a full strip of paper before 
you, on the table, pasted and folded together, 
which can be trimmed two thicknesses at 
once, either with shears or with a knife and 
straight edge. The great advantage in 
pasting paper before trimming is that the 
outside of your paper can easily be kept 
clean and free from paste, and also that the 
paste will be evenly distributed clear up to 
the edge of the paper. . 

If the paper is extra heavy, and your 
walls are even and smooth, both edges of 
paper can be trimmed with a knife and 
straight edge, and each strip of paper butted 
up on the wall to the preceding strip, so 
that they meet but do not lap over. A good 



piece of work cannot be done in this way 
except with a knife and straight edge. 

TOOLS. 

Use a whitewash or kalsomine brush for 
sizing the walls and pasting the paper. A 
regular paperhanger's brush is best for 
brushing down the paper on the walls, 
though a good job can be done with 'most 
any brush, providing the bristles are not 
stiff enough to scratch the surface, and you 
are careful in using it; or a soft cloth may 
be used. 

A small wooden roller can be used to roll 
down the seams of the paper, taking care 
that it becomes sufficiently dry, so that the 
paste will not be squeezed through on the 
outside surface. In the absence of a special 
roller for this purpose, a large-sized iron 
caster will do the work equally well. 

Regular paperhangers' shears are the 
best, but if not convenient, use those with 
the longest blades you can get, thus insur- 
ing a clean, smooth cut. 

For a table, if the strips are long, use a 
smooth pine board, seven or eight feet long 
and about twenty inches wide. 

TO FIND THE NUMBER OF SINGLE ROLLS 
NEEDED. 

To find the number of single rolls required 
for a wall, multiply the distance around the 
room by the height, taking out twenty 
square feet for each opening, and divide by 
thirty. To find the number of rolls for the 
ceiling, multiply the length by the width 
and divide by thirty. The number of yards 
of border required can easily be measured. 

For example — Room 12 x 14, 10 feet high, 
two doors and three windows : 

Length, two walls. 14 

feet each 28 feet. 

Width, two walls, 12 

feet each.......... 24 " 

52 " 
Multiply by height 10 " 

520 " 

Less five openings, al- 
lowing 20 sq. ft. for 
each 100 " 

Divided by number of 
sq. ft. in a roll 30)420(14 rolls required. 



120 

120 

To find the quantity of border required, 
divide length around the room, 52 feet, by 
3, equal to about iS yards. ^ 

The price of border is for a single strip, 
the width of the border and one yard long. 

The price of the paper is for a single roll, 
one-half yard wide and eight yards long. 
Allowing for all waste, this will cover thirty 
square feet. 




A Simple and Useful Table, 



